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[bookmark: _dbuyk119ou3m]EURECA-PRO Teaching Excellence Awards (TEXAs) 2027
Celebrating Outstanding Educators in EURECA-PRO 
[bookmark: _no0tl0nondnl]Call for nominations, 2nd edition
Universidad de León
14-15 April 2027

[bookmark: _1wtez59oqb4z]Annex 1. Application guidelines
The form has three scored sections, one for each assessment criterion in Annex 2. Word limits apply to each section. Tables do not count towards word limits. 
Please use the available application template.
[bookmark: _g5gc4awrm314]Part A. Candidate and practice (not scored)
The organizers use Part A to check eligibility (Annex 2, checklist). It is not sent to the jury as part of the scored text.
1. Full name of the candidate: The candidate is the person whose teaching is assessed.
2. Institution: One of the nine EURECA-PRO institutions.
3. Position: Academic staff / postdoctoral researcher / PhD candidate.
4. Faculty /Department:
5. Email:
6. Award category: Rising Star / Global Teaching Excellence / Innovative Teaching Practice. One category only.
7. Rising Star only: doctoral status: PhD candidate (year of enrolment) or date of the doctorate award.
8. Rising Star only: career breaks: Type and length in months, if you need the period extended
9. Type of application: Self-nomination / nominated by a colleague.
10. Nominator (if nominated): Name, institution, email; optional statement, max. 150 words, not scored.
11. Individual or team practice: If team: up to five other members, with institution and role.
12. Title of the practice: Max. 15 words.
13. Course(s) or programme: Name, level (bachelor, master, doctoral), ECTS.
14. Delivery: Month and year of first delivery; number of completed editions.
15. Students reached: Total, and approximate number per edition.

Part B. Public summary (max. 100 words, not scored)
Describe the practice in plain English for a general audience. If you become a runner-up, we may publish this summary.
Part C. Scored sections
Each section is scored against one criterion of the rubric (Annex 2). The jury reads each section only for its own criterion, so put the evidence for each criterion in its section. Text beyond a word limit will not be read.
Section 1. The practice (max. 350 words, 40%)
All categories. Explain:
1. The problem or learning need the practice addresses;
2. What you did: aims, activities, assessment, tools;
3. What is new in your context, and why;
4. The evidence, literature or existing practice your design is based on;
5. If the practice uses AI, how and why.
Global Teaching Excellence Award: also explain how global and local perspectives appear in the learning outcomes, the activities and the assessment.
Innovative Teaching Practice Award: also explain why the method or technology helps students learn better than the usual approach.
Section 2. Impact on student learning (max. 300 words, 30%)
Describe what changed for students and how you know. Complete the evidence table below; table content does not count towards the word limit.
	Source of evidence
	Type
	Students (n) and response rate
	Edition or date
	Comparison

	e.g. end-of-course survey
	Perception
	64 of 80 (80%)
	2025–26
	Previous cohort

	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	


Type: perception, engagement (e.g. attendance, participation), learning or performance (e.g. assessment results, quality of student work), others. 
Comparison: previous cohort, another group, before and after, or none.
Global Teaching Excellence Award: the evidence should refer to the global or intercultural learning outcomes described in Section 1.
Section 3. Category-specific section (max. 250 words, 30%)
Answer only the question for your category.
· Rising Star Award. Development and potential
· How have you developed as a teacher (for example, teaching courses, peer observation, changes based on student feedback)?
· What are your concrete next steps for this practice, with dates? 
· Have you shared it beyond your own course?
· Global Teaching Excellence Award. Teaching leadership
· How has the practice influenced colleagues, curricula or policy beyond your own course? 
· Who has adopted or adapted it?
· Innovative Teaching Practice Award. Scalability and transferability
· What would another teacher need to adopt the practice (time, cost, tools, skills)? 
· What are its limits? 
· Are materials available? 
· Has it been sustained or adopted by others?
Part D. Use of the award (max. 100 words, not scored)
How would you use EUR 3,000 to develop or scale the practice?
Part E. Evidence file (optional)
One PDF file, max. 3 A4 pages, font size at least 10 pt. Use it for tables, charts, anonymized student feedback or examples of student work. The jury reads only the first three pages. You may include links, but the jury does not assess their content.


Part F. Declarations
1 to 6 are required. 7 and 8 are optional.
· 1. The information in this application is accurate.
· 2. I am the candidate, and I agree with the content of this application (required also when a colleague nominates you).
· 3. I am not a member of the jury or of the organizing committee, and I did not win an award in the 2025–2026 edition.
· 4. Evidence about students is anonymized or aggregated, or the students have given written consent.
· 5. I have read the data protection information of this call.
· 6. If I become a runner-up, I agree that the organizers publish my name, institution, category and public summary, and photographs of the ceremony.
· 7. Optional: I agree to share materials from my practice under a Creative Commons Attribution license (CC BY 4.0).
· 8. Optional: I agree that my anonymized application may be used to train the jury for future editions.
Use of generative AI in preparing this application: 
· No 
· Yes. If yes, describe briefly (max. 50 words).




Annex 3. Guide for applicants and FAQ
[bookmark: _9ydpkrx1r7qf]How to prepare your application
The jury scores your application with the rubric in Annex 2. Read it before you write. Each section of the form is scored for one criterion only, so the jury looks for the evidence of each criterion in its own section.
· Check that you are eligible (call, section 2). If you are not sure, write to eurecapro@unileon.es before the deadline.
· Choose one category. Rising Star is only for PhD candidates and holders of a doctorate awarded on or after 15 December 2021. Early-career staff may also apply to the other two categories.
· Collect your evidence first, then write. Anonymize any data about students.
· Write each section for its criterion and keep to the word limits. Text beyond a limit is not read.
· Ask a colleague who does not know the practice to read it. Can they say what is new and what has changed for students?
· Submit before 15 December 2026, 23:59 CET.
[bookmark: _e8wlctyjx7zn]What the jury looks for
	Section
	Lower scores
	Higher scores

	1. The practice
	A description of activities or tools
	The problem, the change, why it is new in your context, how it aligns with outcomes and assessment, and what it is based on

	2. Impact
	"Students liked it", one or two quotes
	Learning evidence from two or more types of sources, with numbers and a comparison (previous cohort, other group, before and after)

	3. Category section
	General statements
	Facts: training, dated plans, colleagues or institutions that adopted the practice, materials others can use




[bookmark: _vm073lxyb3w3]Examples of evidence
· Perception: course surveys with the number of respondents; focus groups.
· Engagement: attendance, submission rates, use of online materials.
· Learning: assessment results compared with previous cohorts; pre- and post-tests; examples of student work assessed with a rubric; pass rates.
· Adoption: emails or statements from colleagues who use the practice; course guides that include it.
Numbers help, but they do not need to be large. A small group with clear evidence can score at the top level.
[bookmark: _r3ssahffn777]Frequently asked questions
Can I apply in more than one category?
· No. Each candidate submits one application in one category. Before the assessment starts, the jury may suggest moving your application to another category; it will ask for your agreement.
I am a PhD candidate. Can I apply for the Global or Innovative award?
· Yes. All eligible candidates can apply to either of these two categories, but only to one.
How are the five years counted for the Rising Star Award?
· From the date your doctorate was awarded to 15 December 2026. PhD candidates are eligible regardless of the year of enrolment. Career breaks such as parental leave or long-term illness extend the period by their length.
My practice is new, and I have not used it with students yet. Can I apply?
· Not in this edition. At least one full cycle (for example, one semester) must be completed between September 2023 and 15 December 2026.
Can I nominate a colleague?
· Yes, with their agreement. Your colleague must confirm the application in the form before the deadline. You may add a statement of up to 150 words; it is not scored.
We developed the practice as a team. Who applies?
· One team member applies as the candidate and lists up to five other members and their roles. All listed members receive a certificate. The candidate receives the financial award.
Can I include links to videos or websites?
· Yes, for information. The jury assesses only the form and the evidence file (max. 3 pages).
My evidence is in another language. Is that a problem?
· No. Add a short English summary. The jury does not score the quality of your English.
Can I use AI tools to write my application?
· Yes. Say so in the declaration. You are responsible for all content.
Can I include student feedback?
· Yes, if it is anonymized or aggregated. Do not include names or photographs of students without their written consent.
I won in 2025–2026. Can I apply again?
· Not as a candidate in this edition. You may be listed as a member of a team led by another candidate. Runner-up who did not win may apply again.
Do the organizers cover the travel expenses to León if I am a runner-up or a winner?
· No. The organizers do not cover travel expenses. They cover accommodation costs, registration fees for the Teaching Forum, and an invitation to the Gala Dinner. Participants are encouraged to seek travel funding through their home institution (for example, via Erasmus+ staff mobility).
Is the EUR 3,000 taxed?
· The amount is gross. Tax is withheld as required by Spanish law and your tax residence.
What if I cannot travel to the ceremony?
· If you have a justified reason, such as illness or caring duties, you may take part online or send a representative. This does not affect the award.
When will I know the result?
· [bookmark: _v20wvyf5plm2]Runner-up and winners are notified by 15 February 2027. 
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